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Year 8 2027 Curriculum Handbook

This publication has been produced to assist students in the selection of Courses for Year 8. Please be aware
that information provided by organisations outside of the College may be subject to change. Updated
information will be provided to students as it becomes available and will be published on the College Website.
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Introduction
Vision

A community, guided by Christ's teachings, where our Catholic faith and vision for learning unite to uphold
human dignity, promote justice and act for the common good.

Mission
Centred by the Mercy tradition and values and our vision for learning, we equip and empower students to
contribute to a more just and compassionate world.

Refining Interests Through Choice

In Year 8, students continue to strengthen their academic foundation through the study of core subjects while
enjoying increased choice through the elective program. Throughout the year, students will study six electives,
with three electives completed each semester. Elective classes are undertaken for two periods per week and
provide opportunities for students to explore their interests, develop new skills and broaden their learning
experiences.

Students can choose from a wide range of electives across the Arts and Technologies learning areas, including
Performing Arts (Dance, Drama and Music), Visual Arts and Media Arts, Digital Technologies, Design
Technologies, Food, Textiles, STEM and other specialist offerings. These experiences encourage students to
discover their strengths, pursue their passions and begin exploring future pathways in a supportive and
engaging learning environment.

General Information

Although this book has been primarily addressed to students, it has also been written for parents and caregivers.
We hope that as a family, you will go through the material together to have an understanding of what is on offer
for your child's Year 8 journey.

Performing well in Year 8 leads to:

e Greater subject selection opportunities in Year 9.
e Good study practices and work ethic that lead to improved performance.
e Self-satisfaction.
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The Subject Selection Process

Compulsory Subjects Outline

Students will undertake the compulsory study of each of the following:

e Religious Education e Health and Physical Education
e English e Language: Italian or Indonesian
e Mathematics e TheArts

e Humanities and Social Sciences e Digital Technologies

e Science o Design Technologies

Year 8 Elective Selection Requirements

Year 8 students will study six electives across the year, with three electives completed in Semester 1 and three
electives completed in Semester 2.

One of these courses will be Digital Technologies, which is compulsory and automatically allocated by the
College. Students are therefore required to select five additional electives.

Year 8 Electives

Dance Forensic Science Music
Design Studies Invasion Sports STEM - Light and Flight
Digital Boss Leadership & Performance (LEAP) Textiles
Drama Materials Design Technology Visual Arts 2D
Food Technology Media Arts Visual Arts 3D

How to Choose Your Electives

Students are required to select five electives in total.

To meet the requirements of the Western Australian Curriculum and the School Curriculum and Standards
Authority (SCSA), students must choose:

e One elective from Performing Arts
¢ One elective from Visual Arts
e One elective from Design Technologies

These three selections ensure that all students experience the key Arts and Technologies learning areas.

Performing Arts Visual Arts Design Technologies
Dance Media Arts Food
Drama Visual Arts 2D Textiles
Music Visual Arts 3D Materials Design Technology
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Additional Elective Choices

Students will select one elective from Performing Arts, Visual Arts and Design Technologies. Digital
Technologies is compulsory in Year 8.

Students must then choose two additional electives. These additional electives may be selected from any
elective area.

Students may choose another subject from Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Digital Technologies or Design
Technologies, or they may select electives such as Invasion Sports or Forensic Science.

A student’s Year 8 elective program may include:

Compulsory allocation: Digital Technologies

Student selections: Dance, Visual Arts 2D, Food Technology, Drama and Music
Altemnatively:

Compulsory allocation: Digital Technologies

Student selections: Music, Media Arts, Textiles, Forensic Science and Invasion Sports

Allocation of Electives

The College will make every effort to allocate students to their preferred electives. However, allocations are
subject to class sizes, staffing and workplace health and safety requirements. In some cases, students may be
placed into an alternative preference.

Making Your Subject Selection
Choosing your electives is quite straightforward if you follow the steps below.
1. You will receive an email to your school email account. This will have your unique web code plus a link

to the web address where you will be able to log in.

2. Once you have navigated your way to the correct website, you will see the login screen where you are
prompted to enter the web code that you received via email. When prompted, please ensure you do
not click “Save your password” as this is unique to you, and only applies for this years' subject
selections.

3. After entering your web code, the first screen that appears will display ‘Year 8 Electives - Open for
Submission’.

4. Simply click on the ‘Open for Submission' button to proceed to the next page.
5. The next screen is where you will enter your selection of elective subjects for next year.

6. You will notice you have two boxes. The one on the left is where you enter your main selections.
These are your first preferences for the electives you would like to undertake next year.

7. InYear 8, you need to choose:
i. one elective from Performing Arts
ii. one from Visual Arts
iii. one from Design Technology.

8. You also need to select your additional electives in the boxes titled 'Elective Option 1' and ‘Elective
Option 2'.
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On the right-hand side, you will need to select three electives as your reserves. These are used when
one or more of the electives you have chosen do not run due to insufficient numbers, or when there is
a clash between the electives you have chosen.

Be sure to click the Submit button to ensure your electives are registered. Once submitted, you will
receive the summary screen outlining your selections. You are encouraged to either print a copy or
email yourself a copy for your records.

Before You Make Your Selections

As you consider your elective choices, keep the following in mind:

Choose subjects that genuinely interest you and that you will enjoy studying throughout the year.
Think about the skills, knowledge and experiences you would like to develop.

Make your selections based on your own interests and strengths rather than the choices of your friends.
Electives are most rewarding when they reflect your passions and aspirations.

Remember that elective classes form a regular part of your timetable, so it is important to choose
subjects that you are committed to and excited about studying.

While every effort is made to accommodate student preferences, changes to elective selections may
not be possible once classes have been finalised.

If you have any questions about your elective choices, please speak with your Head of Year or the Head of
Learning Area of the respective elective.
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Subject and Course Information

The following pages contain information for each subject over Year 8 for both Core and Elective Subjects. Core
Subjects are courses that students MUST participate in. Elective Subjects are courses the students may
select to do during the year.

When making your elective subject selections for Semester 2 it is important that you consider what you would
like to do in Year 0.

If you have any questions please speak to your Head of Year, Head of Learning Area or the Deputy Principal
Middle School.

Page 3 of 23



Our Lady of
/ // Mercy Co[[ege 2027 Year 8 Curriculum Handbook

Compulsory Year 8 Core Subjects

Core Subject: Religious Education

Year 8 Religious Education invites students to explore what it means to belong, seek happiness, and develop
meaningful relationships with God, others and the world around them. Through the study of Scripture, Church
teachings and the life of Jesus, students deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith while reflecting on
their own identity, values and purpose.

Students investigate God's relationship with humanity through the Old and New Covenants, examine the life
and teachings of Jesus, and explore the origins and mission of the Catholic Church. They develop an
understanding of prayer, worship and the Eucharist, while recognising the connections between the Jewish
Passover and the celebration of the Mass. Throughout the course, students are encouraged to think critically,
engage respectfully with different perspectives, and apply Catholic values to everyday life.

Learning extends beyond the classroom through participation in the Year 8 Retreat and Christian Service
Learning Program. These experiences encourage students to strengthen their faith, build positive relationships,
and put Gospel values into action through service to others.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including research
investigations, explanatory responses, source analysis, reflections and extended written tasks. These
assessments evaluate students' understanding of Scripture, Catholic beliefs and Church teachings, while
developing their ability to analyse information, communicate ideas clearly and apply religious concepts to
contemporary life.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through presentations, class discussions,
collaborative activities and Christian Service Learning reflections. Practical assessments evaluate students'
ability to communicate their understanding, engage thoughtfully with others, reflect on their faith journey, and
actively participate in learning experiences.

Year 8 Retreat - Climb Your Own Mountain

The Year 8 Retreat is centred on the theme Climb Your Own Mountain, encouraging students to reflect on their
unique journey of faith, personal growth and resilience. Through a range of faith-based, wellbeing and outdoor
learning experiences, students are challenged to recognise their character strengths, embrace new
opportunities and develop the confidence to overcome life's challenges.

Grounded in the Catholic understanding of stewardship and our responsibility to care for God's creation, the
retreat provides opportunities for students to strengthen relationships, deepen their appreciation of the natural
world and reflect on how their gifts can be used in service of others. By stepping outside their comfort zones
and supporting one another, students are encouraged to grow in courage, compassion and confidence as they
continue their journey through Middle School.
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Core Subject: English

Year 8 English builds on the foundations established in Year 7, developing students' ability to think critically,
communicate effectively, and engage with increasingly complex ideas, perspectives and issues. Through the
study of a wide range of spoken, written and multimodal texts, including novels, poetry, media, informative and
persuasive texts, students explore how language, text structures and literary features are used to represent
ideas, shape perspectives and influence audiences.

Students develop their skills in reading, viewing, listening, speaking, writing and creating by analysing,
interpreting and evaluating texts from a variety of contexts. They learn to support their responses with evidence,
recognise how purpose, audience and context influence communication, and evaluate how authors use
language and stylistic choices to create meaning.

Throughout the course, students create a variety of imaginative, informative, analytical and persuasive texts for
different audiences and purposes. They refine their ability to communicate ideas clearly through written, oral
and multimodal forms, applying appropriate language features, text structures and conventions. As students
progress, they strengthen their critical thinking, collaboration, creativity and communication skills, preparing
them for the increasing demands of senior secondary English.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written tasks, including analytical responses, essays,
creative and persuasive writing, information reports and reading comprehension activities. These assessments
evaluate students' ability to analyse and interpret texts, develop and support ideas with evidence, and
communicate effectively using appropriate language features, text structures and conventions.

Practical Assessments: Students complete practical communication tasks, including oral presentations,
speeches, discussions and multimodal presentations. These assessments evaluate students' ability to
communicate ideas clearly, respond to different audiences and purposes, and use effective speaking, listening
and presentation skills.
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Core Subject: Mathematics

Year 8 Mathematics builds on the foundations established in Year 7, extending students’ mathematical
knowledge, skills and reasoning as they become increasingly confident and independent learners. The course
challenges students to apply critical thinking, communicate mathematical ideas effectively, and use
mathematical models to solve increasingly complex problems in a range of real-world contexts.

Throughout the year, students deepen their understanding of rational and irrational numbers, percentages,
ratios, rates and algebraic thinking, while developing fluency with linear relationships and equations. They
investigate geometric concepts including quadrilaterals, congruency, Pythagoras' theorem, circles, perimeter,
area, volume and international time zones. Students extend their understanding of probability and statistics by
exploring compound events, analysing data from graphs and tables, interpreting secondary data, and evaluating
the reliability of statistical information presented in the media. Mathematical language, conventions and notation
are applied to model, solve and communicate solutions with increasing confidence.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including topic tests,
investigations, problem-solving tasks and semester examinations. These assessments evaluate students'
conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, reasoning and their ability to apply mathematical knowledge in
both familiar and real-world contexts.

Practical Assessments: Students complete mathematical investigations and problem-solving activities that
require them to apply mathematical concepts, communicate their reasoning and interpret solutions. These
assessments encourage critical thinking, collaboration and the application of mathematics to authentic
situations.

Mathematics Extension

The Year 8 Mathematics Extension class is designed for students who have demonstrated a high level of
achievement and strong mathematical understanding in Year 7. Placement is based on students' Year 7
performance and assessment results and is reviewed regularly to ensure the class remains appropriate for each
student's learning needs.
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Core Subject: Humanities and Social Sciences

Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences develops students' understanding of the historical, geographical,
economic and civic forces that shape societies and influence the world around them. Through the study of
History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and Economics and Business, students investigate how people,
places and systems have changed over time, and how these changes continue to impact communities today.

Students explore Australia's mixed market economy, work and financial decision-making, significant landforms
and natural hazards, changing population patterns, medieval Europe, the Industrial Revolution, and the
principles of democracy, law and justice. Throughout the course, students examine concepts such as
sustainability, interconnection, citizenship, empathy and contestability, while developing an appreciation of
diverse perspectives and the complexity of local and global issues.

A strong emphasis is placed on inquiry learning, with students developing skills in questioning, researching,
analysing and interpreting evidence, evaluating sources, drawing conclusions, and communicating findings
using subject-specific terminology. Through these experiences, students strengthen their critical thinking,
problem-solving and decision-making skills while applying their learning to real-world contexts.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including tests, source analyses,
inquiry tasks, research reports and explanatory responses. These assessments evaluate students' knowledge
and understanding of Humanities concepts, their ability to analyse and interpret evidence, evaluate sources,
construct evidence-based arguments, and communicate using appropriate subject-specific terminology.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through inquiry activities, research projects,
classwork and portfolio tasks that require the collection, interpretation and presentation of information from a
range of sources. Practical assessments develop students' skills in questioning, analysing data, problem-solving,
communicating findings and applying Humanities concepts to contemporary issues and real-world contexts.

Core Subject: Science

Year 8 Science builds on the foundations established in Year 7, developing students' understanding of how
living systems, matter, energy and Earth's processes interact. Through the study of Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
and Earth and Space Science, students investigate cells and body systems, the structure and properties of
matter, physical and chemical changes, energy transfer and transformation, electrical circuits, and the dynamic
geological processes that shape our planet.

Practical investigations are central to the course, providing opportunities for students to safely conduct
experiments, use scientific equipment such as microscopes to observe and compare plant and animal cells,
collect and analyse data, evaluate evidence, and communicate findings using appropriate scientific language,
diagrams, tables and graphs. Students develop an understanding of how cells, tissues, organs and body
systems work together, how atoms and substances behave, how energy is transferred and transformed, and
how geological processes continually reshape the Earth.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including topic tests, research
projects, scientific reports and other communication tasks. These assessments evaluate students'
understanding of scientific concepts, their ability to analyse and evaluate evidence, and their use of appropriate
scientific language and conventions.

Practical Assessments: Students undertake practical investigations that involve planning and conducting
experiments, collecting and analysing data, and drawing evidence-based conclusions. Practical assessments
also evaluate students' scientific inquiry skills, problem-solving, critical thinking, teamwork and safe laboratory
practices.
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Core Subject: Health and Physical Education

Year 8 Health and Physical Education builds on students' understanding of personal wellbeing, healthy lifestyles
and active participation. Through the Health curriculum, students explore the physical, emotional and social
changes associated with adolescence while developing strategies to build positive relationships, manage peer
pressure, cope with stress and make informed decisions that support their wellbeing. They also investigate
healthy lifestyle choices, online and personal safety, and harm minimisation strategies, fostering resilience and
responsibility for their own health.

In Physical Education, students develop movement skills, fitness and game sense through participation in a
variety of individual and team activities. They refine their movement skills with increasing control, accuracy and
efficiency, apply tactics and strategies in a range of sporting contexts, and learn to work effectively with others.
Students also develop an understanding of how the body responds to physical activity by monitoring measures
such as heart rate and breathing rate, while building confidence, teamwork, leadership and sportsmanship
through active participation.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including topic tests, research
investigations, case studies and reflective responses. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of
health concepts, decision-making processes, movement strategies, and their ability to apply knowledge to
personal, social and community health contexts.

Practical Assessments: Students participate in a variety of practical activities and performances across
individual and team sports. Practical assessments evaluate students' movement skills, application of tactics and
strategies, fitness, teamwork, leadership, and their ability to demonstrate safe and effective participation in
physical activity. Students may also be assessed on their ability to analyse and reflect on their own performance
and identify areas for improvement.

Core Subject: Digital Technology

Year 8 Digital Technologies develops students' computational thinking, problem-solving and digital design skills
through the exploration of coding, data and digital systems. Students investigate how digital systems store,
process and transmit information, including how images and audio are represented using binary, and explore
the role of networks, cybersecurity and data security in everyday life.

Students design algorithms, develop and debug computer programs, and use spreadsheets to analyse and
interpret data to identify trends and make predictions. Through practical projects, they apply the design process
to create digital solutions that meet identified needs while developing skills in project planning, evaluation and
communication. Throughout the course, students also consider the ethical use of technology, including data
privacy, ownership and responsible digital citizenship.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as data analysis, design planning, research
activities, tests and evaluation tasks. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of digital systems,
networks, cybersecurity, algorithms and data, and their ability to apply appropriate technical terminology.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by designing algorithms, developing and
debugging computer programs, analysing data using spreadsheets, and creating digital solutions to solve real-
world problems. Practical assessments evaluate students' computational thinking, programming skills,
creativity, problem-solving and application of the design process.
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Core Subject: Languages - Italian

Year 8 ltalian builds on the skills developed in Year 7, helping students become more confident in
communicating in Italian. Students continue to talk about everyday topics such as their interests and hobbies,
school life and social experiences such as buying food using simple spoken and written language. They further
develop their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills by interacting with others, understanding a wider
range of texts and creating their own responses using familiar vocabulary and sentence structures. Students
begin to communicate more independently, using Italian to share information, express opinions and participate
in collaborative tasks, while developing a deeper understanding of how language and culture are connected.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as listening and reading comprehension activities,
emails, diary entries, letters, blogs and short responses. These assessments evaluate students' understanding
of ltalian language, grammar and vocabulary, and their ability to communicate effectively in written Italian.

Practical Assessments: Students complete oral tasks such as conversations, interviews, role-plays and
presentations. These assessments evaluate students' ability to communicate confidently in lItalian using
appropriate pronunciation, vocabulary and language structures in a range of contexts.

Core Subject: Languages - Indonesian

Year 8 Indonesian builds on the language skills developed in Year 7, enabling students to communicate with
increasing confidence and independence. Students expand their vocabulary and language structures while
exploring topics such as school, daily routines, hobbies and leisure activities. Through listening, speaking,
reading and writing, they develop their ability to communicate effectively in a variety of real-world contexts
while gaining a deeper appreciation of Indonesian language, culture and traditions.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as listening and reading comprehension activities,
emails, diary entries, descriptions and personal responses. These assessments evaluate students'
understanding of Indonesian language, grammar and vocabulary, and their ability to communicate effectively
in written Indonesian.

Practical Assessments: Students complete oral tasks such as conversations, interviews, role-plays and
presentations. These assessments evaluate students' ability to communicate confidently in Indonesian using
appropriate pronunciation, vocabulary and language structures in a range of contexts.
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Year 8 Elective Courses

Elective: Dance

Year 8 Dance provides an engaging and inclusive experience that develops students' confidence, creativity and
performance skills through the study of a contemporary dance genre. Students refine their dance technique by
improving coordination, control, musicality and expressive performance while learning increasingly challenging
movement sequences.

Through improvisation, choreography and performance, students create and present original dance works that
communicate ideas and meaning. They also explore the history and cultural significance of the dance genre
being studied, developing an appreciation of dance as an art form while building collaboration, creativity and
confidence through performance.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including reflections,
performance responses, choreographic planning and contextual investigations. These assessments evaluate
students' understanding of dance concepts, terminology, cultural contexts and their ability to analyse, interpret
and communicate ideas about dance.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through technique exercises, performance tasks,
improvisation and collaborative choreography. Practical assessments evaluate students' technical skills,
performance quality, creativity, musicality, collaboration and their ability to apply choreographic processes to
create and perform original dance works.

Elective: Design Studies

Design Studies develops students' creativity and design thinking through the exploration of 2D and 3D design
techniques. Students investigate the elements and principles of design while developing skills in sketching,
rendering, computer-aided design (CAD) and prototype development. They apply the design process to
generate, develop and refine creative solutions that respond to identified needs and opportunities.

Throughout the course, students produce prototypes using contemporary manufacturing technologies,
including laser cutting and 3D printing, while considering material selection, sustainability and the impact of
design decisions. Students strengthen their creativity, technical skills and problem-solving while developing
innovative and functional design solutions.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, research, evaluations and
design documentation. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of design principles, sustainability,
materials and the design process.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by producing sketches, CAD models, prototypes
and finished design projects. Practical assessments evaluate students' creativity, technical skills, problem-
solving and their ability to apply the design process using a range of technologies and manufacturing processes.

Elective: Digital Boss

Digital Boss develops students' digital design, creativity and entrepreneurial thinking through the use of digital
technologies. Students investigate how digital tools can be used to develop a brand, promote products and
communicate with a target audience. Through the design process, students plan, create and evaluate digital
solutions while developing skills in graphic design, digital communication and marketing.
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Throughout the course, students build confidence using a range of digital technologies to develop creative and
practical solutions. They strengthen their problem-solving, collaboration and project management skills while
considering the needs of users, ethical responsibilities and the effective use of digital technologies in business.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, research, evaluations and
project documentation. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of digital design principles,
branding, project management and the design process.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by creating digital products, branding materials
and promotional content using a range of digital technologies. Practical assessments evaluate students'
creativity, technical skills, problem-solving and their ability to develop and communicate effective digital
solutions.

Elective: Drama

Year 8 Drama develops students' confidence, creativity and performance skills through the interconnected
strands of Explore, Create and Perform. Students investigate how voice, movement, gesture, space and
dramatic conventions are used to create characters, communicate ideas and engage an audience.

Through improvisation, rehearsal and collaborative performance, students devise and refine original dramatic
works while experimenting with a range of performance styles and storytelling techniques. They also explore
how drama reflects different cultures, communities and perspectives, developing an appreciation of theatre as
both an art form and a means of communication. Throughout the course, students build creativity,
communication, collaboration and problem-solving skills while reflecting on their own performances and those
of others using appropriate drama terminology.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including performance
reflections, script analysis, planning activities and responses to dramatic works. These assessments evaluate
students' understanding of drama concepts, terminology, performance styles and their ability to analyse,
interpret and communicate ideas about drama.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through improvisation, rehearsal activities,
character development, collaborative scene creation and individual or group performances. Practical
assessments evaluate students' expressive skills, creativity, collaboration, performer focus and their ability to
apply the elements of drama to create and present engaging performances.

Elective: Forensic Science

Forensic Science introduces students to the application of scientific knowledge and inquiry skills through the
investigation of simulated crime scenes. Drawing on concepts from Biology, Chemistry and Physics, students
use scientific techniques such as microscopy, fingerprint analysis, DNA investigation and forensic entomology
to collect, analyse and interpret evidence.

Through practical investigations, students plan and conduct experiments, identify variables, collect and analyse
data, evaluate evidence and draw evidence-based conclusions. Throughout the course, students develop
critical thinking, problem-solving and scientific communication skills while applying the principles of scientific
inquiry to solve real-world forensic challenges.

Types of Assessment
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Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as research investigations, case studies, scientific
reports, data analysis and topic tests. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of forensic science
concepts, their ability to analyse evidence and communicate scientific findings using appropriate terminology.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through laboratory investigations, simulated crime
scene analyses and practical forensic activities. Practical assessments evaluate students' scientific inquiry skills,
including planning investigations, collecting and analysing evidence, interpreting data, problem-solving and
communicating evidence-based conclusions.

Elective: Invasion Sport

This course is an introduction to a range of invasion sports and modified games. This program is designed to
engage students in invasion sports, emphasising teamwork, strategic thinking, and skill development in a fun
and active environment. The curriculum encourages students to develop their gameplay awareness, offensive
and defensive strategies, and overall fithess while fostering confidence and collaboration.

The focus will be on skill and transfer of skill across a range of sports such as, but not limited to, Viva Sevens,
fast five netball, 3 on 3 basketball and more.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete gameplay analyses, strategy tasks and personal reflections. These
assessments evaluate their understanding of rules, tactics, offensive and defensive strategies, teamwork and
skill development.

Practical Assessments: Students participate in skill-development activities, modified games and competitive
match play. These assessments evaluate their movement skills, application of tactics, decision-making,
teamwork, communication, participation and personal improvement.

Elective: Leadership & Performance (LEAP)

The Year 8 Leadership and Performance Program (LEAP) develops students’ understanding of fitness, sporting
performance and the foundations of effective training. Students apply this knowledge to their chosen sporting
pursuits while also experiencing new and emerging sports beyond the general Physical Education curriculum.

Students explore factors that influence performance, including fitness, training methods, nutrition, teamwork
and goal setting. The course provides a supportive and challenging environment in which students develop
their sporting skills, confidence, discipline, leadership and commitment to personal improvement.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete introductory training plans, fitness analyses, research activities and
reflections. These tasks assess their understanding of fitness, training principles, nutrition, goal setting and
sporting performance.

Practical Assessments: Students participate in fithess testing, training activities and a range of sports.
Assessment focuses on skill development, fitness, teamwork, leadership, participation and personal
improvement.

Elective: Materials Design Technology

Materials Design Technology introduces students to the design process through the exploration of a range of
materials, including timber, metals, plastics and other specialised materials. Students investigate how products
are designed and manufactured to meet identified needs while developing practical workshop skills and an
understanding of safe working practices.
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Through hands-on projects, students generate, develop and refine design ideas before producing functional
and creative products using a variety of tools, equipment and manufacturing processes. Throughout the course,
students develop problem-solving, creativity and technical skills while considering material selection,
sustainability and the role of technology in contemporary design and manufacturing.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, research, evaluations and
design documentation. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of the design process, material
selection, sustainability and appropriate technical terminology.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by designing and manufacturing products using a
range of materials, tools and workshop processes. Practical assessments evaluate students' technical skills,
creativity, safe workshop practices, problem-solving and their ability to apply the design process to produce
quality finished products.

Elective: Materials Desigh Technology: Food

Food Technology develops students' knowledge and practical skills in food preparation, nutrition and safe
kitchen practices through the design process. Students investigate food safety and hygiene, healthy and
sustainable food choices, and how the physical properties of food influence cooking techniques and the
production of quality food products.

Through practical cooking experiences, students investigate, plan, prepare and evaluate a variety of dishes to
meet identified needs and purposes. They develop confidence in a range of food preparation techniques while
considering nutrition, sustainability, creativity and presentation. Throughout the course, students strengthen
their planning, organisation, problem-solving and teamwork skills while applying the design process to produce
safe, nutritious and appealing food solutions.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, research, nutritional analysis,
evaluations and food investigations. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of nutrition, food
safety, sustainability and the design process.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by planning, preparing and evaluating a range of
food products using appropriate preparation techniques and safe kitchen practices. Practical assessments
evaluate students' practical skills, organisation, food presentation, creativity and their ability to apply the design
process to produce quality food solutions.

Elective: Materials Design Technology: Textiles

Year 8 Textiles introduces students to the creative world of textile design and production. Students develop
practical sewing skills while exploring fabric properties, pattern manipulation and the safe use of textile tools
and equipment. Through a range of design projects, students learn the design process by planning, creating
and evaluating textile products that are both functional and creative.

Throughout the course, students build confidence in selecting materials, applying sewing techniques and
refining their designs. They develop creativity, problem-solving and practical skills while producing textile
projects such as personalised garments and accessories, establishing a strong foundation for future studies in
Design and Technologies.

Types of Assessment
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Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, research, evaluations and
process journals. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of the design process, material selection
and their ability to communicate design ideas using appropriate terminology.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by designing and producing textile projects using
a range of sewing techniques, materials and processes. Practical assessments evaluate students' technical
skills, creativity, safe workshop practices and the quality of their finished products.

Elective: Media Arts

Year 8 Media Arts develops students' understanding and skills through the interconnected strands of Explore,
Create and Respond. Students investigate how media forms, genres and production techniques are used to
communicate ideas, tell stories and influence audiences. They analyse a range of media texts, exploring how
images, sound and text work together to create meaning.

Through practical production tasks, students plan, create and refine their own media products while developing
confidence using digital technologies. Working both independently and collaboratively, they apply media
terminology and production processes to communicate ideas creatively and effectively, establishing a strong
foundation for future Media courses.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including media analysis,
planning documents, production proposals and reflective responses. These assessments evaluate students'
understanding of media concepts, terminology, forms and genres, and their ability to analyse and communicate
ideas effectively.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through individual and collaborative media
production tasks using digital technologies. Practical assessments evaluate students' creativity, planning,
technical skills, collaboration and their ability to apply media production techniques to create engaging media
products.

Elective: Music

Year 8 Music develops students' musical knowledge, understanding and performance skills through the
interconnected strands of Explore, Create and Perform. Students strengthen their aural skills and understanding
of music theory while listening to, analysing and responding to a variety of musical styles, genres and cultures.
They investigate how the elements of music, including rhythm, pitch, melody and notation, are used to
communicate ideas and create meaning.

Students develop their creativity through composition and improvisation, writing original melodies,
experimenting with digital music technologies and refining their musical ideas using appropriate notation and
terminology. They also build confidence and technical proficiency by performing on their chosen instrument or
classroom instruments, working both independently and collaboratively in rehearsals and ensemble
performances. Throughout the course, students develop musicianship, creativity, communication and
collaboration skills, providing a strong foundation for future music studies.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including music theory
exercises, listening and analysis tasks, composition planning and written reflections. These assessments
evaluate students' understanding of music concepts, terminology, notation and their ability to analyse, interpret
and communicate musical ideas.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning through individual and ensemble performances,
composition and improvisation tasks, and rehearsal activities. Practical assessments evaluate students'
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technical and expressive performance skills, creativity, musicianship, collaboration, and their ability to apply the
elements of music in both performance and composition.

Elective: STEM - Light and Flight

Light & Flight introduces students to engineering principles through the design, construction and testing of
projects involving motion, speed and flight. Students investigate how forces, motion and energy influence the
performance of engineered systems while applying the design process to develop practical solutions to
engineering challenges.

Through hands-on projects, students plan, construct, test and refine designs using evidence and data to
improve performance. Throughout the course, students develop creativity, critical thinking, collaboration and
technical skills while considering efficiency, sustainability and the role of engineering in solving real-world
problems.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete written tasks such as design planning, investigations, data analysis,
evaluations and project documentation. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of engineering
principles, the design process and the communication of design ideas.

Practical Assessments: Students demonstrate their learning by designing, constructing, testing and refining
engineering projects. Practical assessments evaluate students' technical skills, creativity, problem-solving and
their ability to apply engineering principles and the design process to produce effective solutions.

Elective: Visual Arts (2D)

Year 8 Visual Arts 2D develops students' creativity and technical skills through the exploration of painting as a
primary artistic medium. Students investigate colour theory, composition and a range of painting techniques
while developing confidence in using visual art language to communicate ideas and meaning.

Inspired by Australian and international artists, students explore how artworks reflect different ideas, cultures
and artistic styles. Through the processes of planning, experimenting and creating, they develop original
artworks while refining their technical skills, creativity and artistic decision-making.

Types of Assessment

Written Assessments: Students complete a range of written assessment tasks, including artist investigations,
artwork analysis and reflective responses. These assessments evaluate students' understanding of visual art
concepts, techniques and artistic intentions, and their ability to communicate informed personal responses
using appropriate visual arts terminology.

Practical Assessments Students demonstrate their learning by planning, developing and creating original
artworks using a range of painting techniques, materials and processes. Practical assessments evaluate
students' creativity, technical skills, problem-solving, safe studio practices and their ability to refine ideas into
resolved artworks.

Elective: Visual Arts (2D/3D)

Students explore how artists communicate ideas through visual art language, materials and creative processes.
Through hands-on experimentation and guided skill development, students begin to develop their own artistic
intentions while learning how meaning is created in artworks.

Inspired by the beauty of Australian native flora and the work of contemporary Australian artists students
investigate how these artists use techniques and visual conventions to communicate ideas. Through these
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influences they develop their own designs for a lino print and ceramic artwork, combining observation,
imagination and cultural appreciation.

Throughout the course, students use visual art language to explore, develop and document ideas in both
written, visual and conversational forms. They explore a range of materials, techniques and processes, applying
them safely and sustainably in the creation of their artworks, and reflect on these approaches to develop
personal responses and strengthen their own artmaking decisions. Students are encouraged to present their
work with care and intention for a variety of audiences.

Types of Assessment

Practical Assessment: Students explore and develop designs, planning and compositions to create their own
unique artworks. They experiment with and refine skills in the use of materials, techniques and processes,
applying these in both the development stages and the creation of resolved artworks.

Written Assessment: Students engage in exploring artists and their practices, analysing the meaning and
intentions behind artworks, and developing informed personal responses to both their own work and that of
others.
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Feedback and Grading

Feedback on Student Progress

Students and parents/caregivers will receive the following:

e Semester One Report
e Semester Two Report
e Education Conferences (Semester 1)

Student achievement in each subject will be reported using the SCSA Reporting Guidelines. Parents are
encouraged to regularly check SEQTA Engage to check their child's academic progress.

Grading

The grades that may be awarded are shown below:
A - Excellent Achievement

B - High Achievement

C - Sound Achievement

D - Limited Achievement

E - Inadequate Achievement

You can seek further information about this on the SCSA website; http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au
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Other

Holidays during term

Parents and caregivers are encouraged to not take their children on holidays outside of the College holiday
break times. Families who make the decision to take holidays during term time and who remove their children
from the College for extended periods need to be aware that teachers at the College are under no obligations
to provide work for students during these extended periods of absence. Students will need to catch up on
work missed and complete any in-class assessments on their return to the College. Assessments that can be
completed and submitted online will need to be done by the same due date as their peers.

Please note that the College will need to be notified of any extended absences in writing, these can be sent
via email to the College Administration using the email address in the table below.

Interschool Sport

Year 8 students at Our Lady of Mercy College will be given the opportunity to display their sporting talents
throughout the year in the Athletics and Cross-Country Inter House Carnivals. Through a selection process
students will have an opportunity to represent the College in these fields as well as represent the College in
many other disciplines through the ACC and School Sports WA programs. Students who participate in these
events, as representatives of the College, will not be penalised for being out of classes for the events.

Music (Instrumental Lessons)

Students can undertake specialist instrumental tuition in piano, guitar (classical, electric or bass), drums or
voice. Flute and Cello may also be available where there is sufficient interest. Lessons incur an additional cost
and are held once a week for 30 minutes on a rotational timetable to minimise students missing the same
subject.

To enrol, students or parents and caregivers should contact Amelia Kaitani for an enrolment form outlining
fees and conditions. Once returned, the relevant tutor will arrange lesson times and term invoicing. Enrolment
continues each term and into the following year unless the College or tutor is advised otherwise.

Contact: Amelia Kaitani Amelia.Kaitani@cewa.edu.au

Christian Service Learning Program

The Year 8 Christian Service Learning Program enables students to put their faith into action by supporting the
College and wider community through meaningful service activities. Through preparation, participation and
reflection, students develop empathy, compassion and responsibility while learning how their individual gifts
can make a positive difference in the lives of others.
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Contact Information

If you require further information or assistance, please use the list below to contact the relevant
person/organisation.

Staff Name

Mrs Maree Maughan
Mr Brad Tudor

Mrs Karyn Cronin
Mrs Natasha Hart
Mrs Joanne Ball

Mr Michael Grove
Ms Melissa Ryan
Admin

IT Help

Mrs Maria Basson
Mrs Lisa Todesco
Mrs Marta Widzynski
Mrs Sabrina Gaffney
Mr Russell Manchip
Ms Fiona May

Mrs Renae Pere

Mr Zachery Cope
Mrs Addy Godwin

Mrs Abbey Piggott

Elective Choice Login
Details

School Standards and
Curriculum Authority
(SCSA)

Position

Vice Principal

Deputy Principal — Middle School
Deputy Principal — Senior School
Director Teaching and Learning
Head of Year 7

Head of Wellbeing

Head of Catholic Identity
Administration

ICT Support

Head of Learning Support

Head of The Arts

Head of English

Head of Mathematics

Head of Humanities & Social Sciences
Head of Science

Head of Health & Physical Education
Head of Technologies

Head of Religious Education

Head of Careers

https.//my.edval.education/login

Email

Maree.Maughan@cewa.edu.au

Brad. Tudor@cewa.edu..au

Karyn.Cronin@cewa.edu.au

Natasha.Hart@cewa.edu.au

Joanne.Ball@cewa.edu.au

Michael.Grove@cewa.edu.au

Melissa.Ryan@cewa.edu.au

admin@olmca.wa.edu.au

ithelpdesk@olmca.wa.edu.au

Maria.Basson@cewa.edu.au

Lisa.Todesco@cewa.edu.au

Marta.Widzynski@cewa.edu.au

Sabrina.Gaffney@cewa.edu.au

Russell.Manchip@cewa.edu.au

Fiona.May@cewa.edu.au

Renae Pere@cewa.edu.au

Zachery.Cope@cewa.edu.au

Addy.Godwin@cewa.edu.au

Abbey.Piggott@cewa.edu.au

Families will be sent codes directly from EDVAL (Please check spam/junk

folders)

WWW.SCSa.gov.au
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